
Panelist Career Description Colorado Salary Ranges Education/Certifications 

HVAC - Charles 

Hopper Mechanical 

Shop Supervisor

The general HVAC career entails the installation, maintenance and repair of heating, ventilation and air conditioning 

systems. The job may also include performing warranty services, working on emergency repairs, performing risk 

assessments as well as ensuring compliance with various regulations. The major careers offered for HVAC professionals 

include: AC Technician, Automotive HVAC technician, HVAC Engineer, HVAC Installer, HVAC Mechanic, HVAC Technician, 

Solar Technician, and Wind Turbine Technician.

AVERAGE SALARY

$53,460 (annually)

$25.70 (hourly)

SALARY RANGES (ENTRY LEVEL > 

EXPERIENCED) 

$34,967 - $77,330 (annually)

$16.18 - $37.18 (hourly)

 Some entry level HVAC positions only require a high school education or GED. Various HVAC 

specialties or titles will require professionals to obtain some form of a college education but 

usually only 2 years are required. Those who plan on working at the master level or as an 

engineer will most likely be required to obtain a 4 year degree within their specialty or 

closely related field.

Plumber - Craig 

Johnson, Mechanical 

Shop Asst Supervisor 

and Kevin Cook, 

Master Plumber

CAREER OVERVIEW Plumbers assemble, install, and repair pipes, fittings, and fixtures of heating, water, and drainage 

systems, according to specifications and plumbing codes. They install and maintain pipe systems that carry water, steam, 

air, or other liquids or gases. SKILLS AND ABILITIES Determine installation, service, or repair needed; estimate time or 

cost for installation, repair, or construction projects; assemble and install pipe sections, fittings, or plumbing fixtures; cut, 

end, or thread pipe for gas, air, hydraulic, or water lines; install underground storm, sanitation, or water piping systems; 

install or repair household appliances; pressure test piping system or equipment for leaks; repair or replace gas, steam, 

sewer, or water piping or fixtures; braze, solder and weld metal parts or components together; verify levelness or 

verticality, using level or plumb bob; read blueprints, specifications, and technical drawings. 

AVERAGE SALARY

$53,530 (annually)

$25.65 (hourly)

SALARY RANGES (ENTRY LEVEL > 

EXPERIENCED) 

$36,131 - $76,740 (annually)

$17.37 - $36.90 (hourly)

Plumbing  apprenticeship can take 4-5 years is a combination of classroom instructions and 

on-job training with local plumbing and heating unions in Colorado. Some Community 

Colleges and vocational schools  offer certificate and Associate’s degree program in 

plumbing.  To become a professional plumber in Colorado, you need to have a plumbing 

license. There are a variety of licensing levels in Colorado.

Electrician - Victor 

Castro Electrical 

Shop Supervisor

CAREER OVERVIEW An electrician is any skilled tradesperson who designs, installs, maintains, and repairs the electrical 

systems and products used in residential homes, businesses, and factories. here are many special types of electricians, 

including residential electricians, who install wiring and solve electrical problems in homes, and inside electricians, who 

maintain and repair control systems, motors, and electrical equipment in businesses and factories.

 AVERAGE SALARY

$55,500 (annually)

$26.68 (hourly)

SALARY RANGES (ENTRY LEVEL > 

EXPERIENCED) 

$37,427 - $78,870 (annually)

$17.99 - $37.92 (hourly)

How to become an Electrician - Most electricians learn through an apprenticeship, or by 

attending a technical school. Most states require electricians to be licensed. In order to take 

the license exam to become a Journeyman electrician, you must have a combination of 4 

years of apprentice experience (8,000 hours on-the-job training), and at least 288 hours of 

classroom training.

Automotive 

Mechanic - Nebojsa 

Vidic, Master 

Mechanic/Certified 

Bus Mechanic

CAREER OVERVIEW Diesel technicians make major and minor engine repairs, and work on a vehicle’s electrical and 

exhaust systems to comply with pollution regulations. Diesel engine maintenance and repair is becoming more complex 

as engines and other components use more electronic systems to control their operation. For example, fuel injection and 

engine timing systems rely on microprocessors to maximize fuel efficiency and minimize harmful emissions. In most 

shops, workers often use hand-held or laptop computers to diagnose problems and adjust engine functions. In addition, 

a growing number of technicians are required to work on vehicles that use electricity or alternative fuels, such as 

ethanol. Service technicians use many different tools, including computerized diagnostic tools and power tools such as 

pneumatic wrenches, lathes, welding torches, and jacks and hoists. These tools usually are owned by their employers.

 AVERAGE SALARY                       

$48,500 (annually)

$23.32 (hourly)

How to Become a Diesel Service Technician or Mechanic -Although some diesel service 

technicians and mechanics learn on the job after a high school education, employers are 

increasingly preferring applicants who have completed postsecondary training programs in 

diesel engine repair. In addition, industry certifications are important.

Lock Smith  - Grady 

Weeks, Lead Lock 

Smith

CAREER OVERVIEW - Locksmiths install, repair, replace, unlock and adjust locks on doors, windows, car doors, safes and 

more. They also provide consultation services to homes and businesses that want to improve security by focusing on 

their locks and peripheral security services. Locksmiths are also well-known for working untraditional hours to provide 

emergency on-call services to people who are locked out of homes and automobiles. Electronic locks and digital security 

systems have added a new layer to the profession of locksmithing: today's locksmith must know how to integrate 

traditional lock design with an understanding of electronic lock technology.

Average annual salary in 

Colorado	$42,070

How to Become a Lock Smith -  Community colleges, vocational schools, and locksmith 

associations commonly provide certificate programs. As well as  participating in an 

apprenticeship program. The American Locksmith of America (ALOA) offers several 

locksmith professional certifications. Colorado does not require a license

Civil Engineer - 

Shawn Pope, 

Director of Facilities

What Civil Engineers Do - Civil engineers conceive, design, build, supervise, operate, construct and maintain 

infrastructure projects and systems in the public and private sector, including roads, buildings, airports, tunnels, dams, 

bridges, and systems for water supply and sewage treatment. Many civil engineers hold supervisory or administrative 

positions ranging from supervisor of a construction site to city engineer, public works director, and city manager. As 

supervisors, they are tasked with ensuring that safe work practices are followed at construction sites. Other civil 

engineers work in design, construction, research, and teaching. Civil engineers work with others on projects and may be 

assisted by civil engineering technicians.

The median wage for civil 

engineers 2019 was:                                    

$87,060 (annually)                             

$41.86 (hourly)

How to Become a Civil Engineer Civil engineers need a bachelor’s degree in civil 

engineering, in one of its specialties, or in civil engineering technology. They typically need a 

graduate degree and licensure for promotion to senior positions. Although licensure 

requirements vary by state, civil engineers usually must be licensed if they provide services 

directly to the public.



Architect - Terry 

Johns, District 

Architect, Planner, 

Senior Project 

Manager

What Architect Do - They work on public or private projects and design both indoor and outdoor spaces. Architects can 

be commissioned to design anything from a single room to an entire complex of buildings. Architects discuss with clients 

the objectives, requirements, and budget of a project. In some cases, architects provide predesign services, such as 

feasibility and environmental impact studies, site selection, cost analyses, and design requirements. Architects often 

collaborate with workers in related occupations, such as civil engineers, urban and regional planners, drafters, interior 

designers, and landscape architects.

The median wage for an architect 

2019 was:                                                 

$80,750 (annually)

$38.82 (hourly)

How to Become an Architect There are typically three main steps to becoming a 

licensed architect: completing a bachelor’s degree in architecture, gaining relevant 

experience through a paid internship, and passing the Architect Registration 

Examination.

CAD Drafting  - 

Jessica Quinn CAD 

Engineering 

Assistant

CAREER OVERVIEW Computer aided design software (CAD) allows drafters to create and store technical drawings 

electronically so that they can be viewed, printed, or programmed directly into automated manufacturing systems, 

building systems, or construction plans. In addition to CAD software skills, traditional drafting skills including manual 

drafting and sketching may also be necessary for use in certain applications. Drafters’ drawings include technical details 

and specify dimensions, materials, and procedures. Drafters fill in details using drawings, rough sketches, specifications, 

and calculations made by engineers, surveyors, designers and architects. SKILLS AND ABILITIES Drafters will use their 

knowledge of standardized building techniques to draw in the details of a structure and also use their understanding of 

engineering and manufacturing theory and standards. Technical handbooks, tables, calculators, and computers are also 

used in their work.

 AVERAGE SALARY

$59,650 (annually)

$28.63 (hourly) 

SALARY RANGES (ENTRY LEVEL > 

EXPERIENCED) 

$37,230 - $86,390 (annually)

$19.40 - $41.53 (hourly)

How to Become a Drafter - There are programs at community college or technical schools 

that lead to an associate of applied science in drafting or a related degree. Others result in a 

certification. As well as 4-year degree programs. 

Construction 

Manager - Jennifer 

Hotaling, Project 

Manager

CAREER OVERVIEW  Responsible for the overall direction, completion and financial outcome of a single project or 

multiple construction projects.  Directs and supervises work of project administration, project superintendents and 

engineers to establish operation priorities and maintain satisfactory relationships with owners, subcontractors, unions 

etc.

 AVERAGE SALARY

$97,170 (annually)

$46.72 (hourly) 

SALARY RANGES (ENTRY LEVEL > 

EXPERIENCED)

$61,533 - $114,987 (annually)

$29.58 - $72.70 (hourly)

How to Become a Construction Manager Construction managers typically need a bachelor’s 

degree, and they learn management techniques through on-the-job training. Large 

construction firms may prefer to hire candidates who have both construction experience 

and a bachelor’s degree in a construction-related field.


