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Lesley Mace Civil Engineering | Colorado Department 

of Transportation (CDOT)

BS and  & MS Engineering  I have over 25 yrs. of experience in Civil Engineering to include managing Colorado Springs' 2nd and 3rd largest construction 

projects, contributing to NCHRP panels in Washington DC and active in the local professional organization chapters. My interest in 

Engineering began at an early age. Conversations around the dinner table were not typical of the Midwestern family. My mother 

was at the forefront of the mainframe and the personal computer evolution while my father was forefront of automation in 

manufacturing large military and domestic vehicles. While others went to preschool, I assisted my father with fixing old radios and 

restoring MGs (classic cars). My small fingers were perfectly suited for removing old transistors, resisters or capacitors while he was 

heating up the soldered connections. My father had a gift for entertaining the million “why” questions I had for him and then later 

testing my memory at dinner. As I entered my teens, I developed a love for the automobile and the roadway network as a result of 

test-driving many classic cars on country roads and optimizing their performance. Quite simply, I come from a long line of 

Engineering and IT nerds :)

Marcus Kochis Civil Engineering | American Society of Civil 

Engineers

Bachelor of Science in Civil 

Engineering from Colorado 

State University

I graduated from Coronado High School and learned about Civil Engineering when I was in 11th grade. The I-25 interchange at 

Garden of the Gods Road was under construction at the time and I enjoyed watching the progress. I learned that civil engineers get 

to design these huge construction projects and I was hooked.

Lisa Martin HVAC,  and Sales (Mechanical)  

Engineering | TRANE

University of Denver ( BFA 

Studio Art) University of 

Colorado (BS Mechanical 

Engineering)

I was an artist who wanted a more versatile degree, so I chose mechanical engineering as it is a very well rounded career that 

would allow me to have several different opportunities with possible career changes as I learned what I really would like to do.

Tate Honaker Engineering | TRANE B.S. in Mechanical Engineering 

2015, Lipscomb University in 

Nashville, Engineer in Training 

(EIT), Energy Manager in 

Training (EMIT)

 My name is Tate Honaker and I am a Complex Solutions Account Executive for Trane in Colorado Springs, CO. I originally pursued 

engineering because I didn't know exactly what I wanted to do but liked math and knew engineering was challenging. My 

sophomore year of College, I met a "Sales Engineer" and after I met him, I knew exactly what I wanted to do. I have been in 

Engineering Sales for six years and absolutely love it! I really enjoy the strategy of communicating effectively and the outcomes that 

we are able to help our customers achieve.

Dan Dupuis Renewable Energy - Biomass to Fuels 

|National Renewable Energy Laboratory 

(NREL) Golden Campus

A.S. from Arapahoe Community 

College with engineering 

transfer, B.S in Engineering 

Physics from Colorado School of 

Mines, minor in energy

I wanted to be involved with renewable energy (solar), so I studied engineering (applied) physics. I earned an internship at NREL 

with a bioenergy pilot plant, figuring I could get my foot in the door and then transition to solar research. I became enveloped with 

biomass research and the conversion of plastic, wastes, and CO2 into fuels. Currently I study unique materials called catalysts that 

will aid in making sustainable jet fuels from renewable carbon sources.

Kathleen 

Brown

Renewable energy, specifically biofuel 

process design and scale up | National 

Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL) 

Golden Campus

B.S. Chemical Engineering from 

CU Boulder  I grew up in a small town just outside of Philadelphia, PA, so I never actually knew anyone who was an engineer growing up, but I 

always had a passion for the environment and a knack for math and science so I took a chance and came out west to pursue 

chemical engineering! Throughout my junior and senior year I applied to something like 20 different intern positions at NREL 

before getting an interview. First I worked in bioenergy and catalysis, and now I'm on our Design/Build team as a Design Engineer. 

Currently, I am the lead engineer on a project that deals with design and scale-up of a novel renewable jet fuel production process.
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