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SPOTLIGHT 

The Colorado Science and Engineering Fair was held in Ft Collins 
April 11-13, 2019.  District 11 students represented three of the 129 
high school projects at the fair.  They earned the following places 
and awards: 
 
Mark Bloomfield ï Coronado High School ï 11th grade 
¶ 2nd place ï Sr. Division Energy Category 
¶ Adams State University - $5000 scholarship 
 
Kathryn Kummel ï Palmer High School ï 10th grade 
¶ 2nd place ï Sr. Division Plant Sciences Category 
¶ Excellence in Forestry Research Award 
 
Jenna Salvat ï Coronado High School ï 12th grade 
¶ 3rd place ï Sr. Division Earth & Space Sciences 
¶ Adams State University - $5000 scholarship 
¶ Geological Society of America Award in Environmental Geolo-
gy 

¶ Rocky Mountain Association of Geologists ï Excellence in 
Earth Sciences Award 

¶ Society for Mining, Metallurgy & Exploration Award for Excel-
lence 

¶ Association for Women Geoscientists ï Outstanding Achieve-
ment Award 

 

 

 

 



K-12 SCHOOLS 
Sherry Kalbach, Executive Director of K-12 Schools 

Celebrations: 
Each year CU Denver honors three PEAK teams (medical students and 
their community partners), with "PEAK Impact Awards". Their goal is to 
highlight exemplary collaborations: partnerships that dug deep, navigated 
obstacles, and culminated in meaningful outcomes for our community. 
They are happy to share that they will be recognizing the PBL team at 
Penrose Elementary School and their work with CU Denver for a ñPEAK 
Impact Awardò at our April 1 Awards and Recognition Ceremony. 
 
Queen Palmer is the recipient of a $4,000 gift from Calvary Worship 
Center to renovate their teachers' lounge. 
 
Congratulations to Adams, Stratton, and Wilson; they were named Na-
tional Showcase Schools for Capturing Kidsô Hearts.  This is a significant 
accomplishment that makes a difference in the lives of our students. 
 
Congratulations to Cristian Granados and Gabe Wright for winning First 
Prize in the High School-West category in C-SPANôs StudentCam com-
petition! C-SPAN received 2,923 documentaries this year. The documen-
tary aired prior to the Washington Journal program on Thursday, April 
18. All winning videos now appear on the web site, 
www.studentcam.org.  C-SPAN awards the First Prize winner $3,000.  
Here is the video http://www.viddler.com/v/8ccf59e. 
 
Comcast Cares will be at West to conduct an outdoor classroom and to 
beautify the campus grounds on May 4. 
 
Achieve Online was recently showcased by Fox 21 for creating a safe 
space for all kinds of learners.  Check it out: https://
www.fox21news.com/news/local/kids-find-safe-space-success-in-d-11-
online-school/1926103546.   
 
Chipeta students, Gurman Singh-Goraya and Bryson Miller, were select-
ed by the State PTA Reflection program based on their artwork. Student 
winners from the local level have the opportunity to move up through 
their district, region, council, and state PTA programs to the national lev-
el. National Reflections winners are celebrated annually at the National 
PTA Convention & Expo in June.  Chipeta also held their Showcase of 
Learning and Art Show for students in grades K-5, and students demon-
strated their critical thinking, problem solving, and learning! 
 
Julia Mackay, sped teacher at Chipeta, has been nominated for the Colo-
rado Counsel for Learning Disabilities Teacher of the Year.  

UPCOMING 

May 1 -  7:30-11:30 
K-12 Principals Meeting 
at Tesla PD Center 
 
May 1 - 12:00-4:00  
Middle School Principals 
Meeting at Tesla PD 
Center 
 
May 2 - 7:30-11:30 
High School Principals 
Meeting at the CS Coun-
try Club 
 
May 15 - 7:30-11:30 
Elementary School Prin-
cipals Meeting at Tesla 
PD Center 
 
 

HIGH SCHOOL  
GRADUATIONS 
 

World Arena 
May 21 - 9:00 Coronado 
May 21 - 3:00 Mitchell 
May 22 - 9:00 Palmer 
May 22 - 3:00 Doherty 
 
RJWAC Auditorium 
May 23 - 9:00 Bijou 
May 23 - 1:00 Achieve 
May 24 - 9:00 Tesla EOS 
May 24 - 1:00 Odyssey 
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SYSTEM IMPROVEMENT/ACHIEVE TEAM 
Jeremy Koselak, System Improvement Specialist 

UPCOMING  

June 5 and 6 
End of Year ACT 
Step Back, Reflect, 
and Plan for 2019-
20.  ACT schools are 
expected to send 
their team for both 
days. 
 
June 7 
The ACT EST will 
revisit the theory of 
action for school im-
provement and adjust 
the ACT Model to 
meet the needs of our 
schools and district. 

 
 
 
 

 

UPCOMING 

May 7 & 8  
Early Warning System 
training with Talent 
Development Second-
ary for secondary 
school teams 

 
August 1 & 2  
CDE MTSS Summit 
in Grand Junction, 
CO for those inter-
ested in learning 
more about MTSS 
 
Contact Sonia Urban 
for details 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The BOE has tentatively approved our ACT Budget for SY 2019-20.  
While significantly reduced from this year, the budget is now a recurring 
string in the general fund, which shows the commitment level of the 
board for this important work. 
 
The ESSA Grant Launch is underway.  This grant is empowering the dis-
trict to support six schools in a targeted manner (with Special Education 
challenges through SWIFT and boosting the use of an Early Warning 
System through Talent Development Secondary), as well as a host of site 
based improvement initiatives (like Project Based Learning at Tesla, AV-
ID at Odyssey and Standards Based Instruction & Assessment at 
Swigert).   
 
Quarter three step backs are underway at our ACT schools, including 
time to review data from the Aligned District Benchmark and implemen-
tation data for Major Improvement Strategies.  These step backs are part 
of the yearlong improvement effort (using principles of strategic perfor-
mance management).   
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MULTI-TIERED SYSTEM OF SUPPORT 
Sonia Urban, MTSS Specialist 

We engaged with ten external partners to review our MTSS Framework 
on April 23.  These external partners (from Colorado Education Initia-
tive, Great Schools Partnership, SWIFT, MTSS at CDE, and School 
Turnaround at CDE) brought their diverse perspectives to help us identi-
fy areas of need in the framework and shared ideas for implementation. 
The MTSS Leadership Team is now adjusting the framework to incorpo-
rate their feedback in planning for our work with the Guiding Coalition 
on April 30.   The goal is to have an MTSS Guidebook 1.0 available for 
teams to explore starting in the fall of 2019.  
 
On May 7 and 8, we will begin deepening our work with our Early 
Warning System. Our grant partners from Talent Development Second-
ary will lead secondary teams to develop school based resource and in-
tervention maps, by tiers, around the key domains of attendance, behav-
ior, and course performance. Additionally, schools will create a site-
specific ñstart strongò plan, based on this yearôs data, to help school 
teams focus on a great start to the 2019-20 school year. This work is also 
a thread in the Early Warning System Certification process a few partner 
sites will complete next school year. 

mailto:jeremy.koselak@d11.org
mailto:jeremy.koselak@d11.org
mailto:sonia.urban@d11.org
https://www.d11.org/Page/1065
mailto:sonia.urban@d11.org


UPCOMING 

May 3 (optional) 
PLC leadership half
-day reflection and 
learning  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

UPCOMING 

May 23 - 3:30  
Transition Program 
Graduation Celebra-
tion at Tesla PD 
Center 
 
May 30 - 9:15  
Special Education 
Advisory Commit-
tee Steering Group 
at Tesla PD Center 

Have you heard about 30/70? 

Make sure you and your PLC Building Leadership Team attends the 

May 3, PLC Power Rally. If you and your team have not signed up yet, 

click HERE. 

During the half-day rally, you and your team will have the opportunity 

to reflect upon your school PLC and collaborative teaming this year to 

help you set a course of action for sustaining, growing, and optimizing 

next year.  

We are approaching mid-race with PLCs. Runners often say that just 

over halfway through a race is the most difficult portion. Some runners 

slow and others quit the race. Teachers and teams that have not yet felt 

the full power of PLCs might do the same. It is critical that we work 

together to support what the strategic plan (draft) states as ñ. . . a dy-

namic collaborative community of energized educators . . .ò and help 

teams through mid-race so their work feels purposeful. Working to-

gether, we can continue to race strong and assure all students learn at 

high levels! 

The D11 PLC Committee is also pursuing efforts to provide school 

leaders with additional supports to expand their knowledge and skills 

around coaching and growing teams. Look for more information about 

this at the beginning of next year.  
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PROFESSIONAL LEARNING COMMUNITIES 
Toby Lefere, Elementary Content Specialist 

As the 2018-19 school year comes to a close, the Special Education 
Department is planning for the 2019-20 school year.  We are planning 
trainings (to keep current on best practices in our field), interviewing/
hiring, creating transition plans for students moving from elementary to 
middle school, middle to high school, and high school to the adult 
world. At the same time, we are making sure our students are ending 
this school year on a positive note and ensuring we have programs in 
place for each of our students so they can óhit the ground runningô 
when school begins in August.  Let us know if you have input to sup-
port our effort in any of these areas. 
 
The April community meeting of the Special Education Advisory 
Committee provided parents and community members an opportunity 
to hear from the PEAK Parent Center and the resources this organiza-
tion makes available to our community.  PEAK Parent Center is a non-
profit organization dedicated to supporting people with disabilities live 
productive, meaningful lives.  The presentation shared the many ser-
vice PEAK Parent Center offers to our community and participants left 
with a better understanding of this important community resource.  

SPECIAL EDUCATION 
Dr. Nancy Homan, Lead SPED Facilitator 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=FjejtSMeM0u6mmGKVudqGMZsUfUihYpFpKf66hwkvhZUNUVSWFU5MjA3WU8yODNMUkMyQzVRQzFEWiQlQCN0PWcu
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=FjejtSMeM0u6mmGKVudqGMZsUfUihYpFpKf66hwkvhZUNUVSWFU5MjA3WU8yODNMUkMyQzVRQzFEWiQlQCN0PWcu
https://d11.sharepoint.com/teams/plc/SitePages/Home.aspx
mailto:tobin.lefere@d11.org
https://www.d11.org/Page/5661
mailto:nancy.homan@d11.org


UPCOMING 

May 2 - 6:00     
Elementary Gifted 
Magnet Program Par-
ent Information Night 
at Fremont Elemen-
tary 
 
May 3 - 4:00-5:30 
Spring Bemis Talent-
ed in Art Reception 
and display at Bemis 
School of Art. Open 
to the public. 
 
June 22  
Pikes Peak Associa-
tion of Gifted Stu-
dents (PPAGS) will 
be hosting a parent 
workshop Subscribe 
to be on the priority 
list of their infor-
mation 
www.pikespeakgifted.
org  
 
SUBSCRIBE to the 
GT webpage for im-
portant updates and 
information: 
www.D11.org/GT  
 
 
 

 

GIFTED & TALENTED 
Kristin Balsick, GT Facilitator 

Fremont Elementary, Stratton Elementary, Sabin Middle 
School, and West Middle School are accepting applications for 
their Gifted Magnet Programs. Please visit www.D11.org/GMP 
for more information. 
 
SUMMER OPPORTUNITIES FOR GIFTED STUDENTS 
Registration is now open for the 2019 Gifted and Talented Plus 
and Whiz Bang Science Childrenôs Summer Program at Colo-
rado College for students entering first through ninth grades 
next fall. District 11 GT partners with CC to make this afforda-
ble for our families with gifted students. Please call the GT of-
fice at 719-520-2464 to request financial assistance. For infor-
mation about specific classes and to apply, visit https://
www.coloradocollege.edu/academics/dept/education/childrens-
summer-programs/ 
 
Registration is now open for the 2019 UCCS STEM Academy 
for students entering sixth through twelfth grades next fall. The 
camp is FREE but students must apply ASAP as space is lim-
ited. Academy topics include web design, cyber security, robot-
ics, drones, & CAD. Visit https://lemp.uccs.edu/showcase/
stem/ 
 
Websites with great resources and information to support gifted 
students and families: 
https://www.nagc.org  
https://coloradogifted.org  
http://www.byrdseed.com  
http://www.hoagiesgifted.org  
https://www.mensa.org  
https://oedb.org/ilibrarian/50-essential-links-for-the-parents-of-

gifted-children 
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CURRICULUM & INSTRUCTION 
Karol Gates, Director of Curriculum & Instruction 

The D11 Board of Education approved materials and courses for the spring approval cycle this 
past month. Thank you to the teachers, teacher-leaders, principals, and content facilitators who 
participate collaboratively in a selection process to bring materials and courses forward for 
Board of Education approval. This approval consisted of: 

Instructional Materials: 192 

New Secondary Courses: 29 

Course Changes: 20 

Course Deletions: 0 

The course approvals listed for this round consist mainly of Career and Technical Education 
and Pre-AP courses for Coronado and Doherty, which were both selected as partner school 
sites for the 2019-2020 school year. Pre-AP is a new program offering that began in 2018 
through the College Board to do more to support teachers and prepare students for success. The 
Pre-AP program offers instructional resources and classroom-based assessments to schools, 
and allows schools that meet requirements to earn an official Pre-AP designation from the Col-
lege Board.  

The Pre-AP Program offers consistent, high standards in focused courses that help build, 
strengthen, and reinforce studentsô content knowledge and skills. Pre-AP courses prepare stu-
dents for AP and college-level coursework. The coursework is designed for all students to be 
the standard, baseline course in specific subjects.   

Pre-AP English 1 + Honors version| Pre-AP Algebra 1 + Honors version|  

Pre-AP World History and Geography + Honors version| Pre-AP Biology + Honors version 

Curricular submissions included: 

The DBQ Project Mini-Q elementary (grades 2-5) items for English Language Arts and Social 
Studies. DBQ stands for Document Based Questions which provide teaching strategies and ma-
terial for students of all skill levels to use multiple sources of text to closely analyze and devel-
op well-constructed essay responses.  

A large portion of the curricular resources pertained to a listing of print versions of the material 
found within the new StudySync program. StudySync offers a multitude of literature opportu-
nities for students through a robust online library. These materials were submitted in an effort 
to provide a good base of literature selections within StudySync; titles not previously approved 
for D11 students were included as a last step in finalizing the StudySync material approval.  
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