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Happy New Year and welcome to 2019!

Seniors will be turning in their final draft of their extended essay on Monday, January
14 in Theory of Knowledge class. Then, they will have a final meeting with their EE
supervisor to complete the RPPF form (Reflections on Planning and Progress
Form). This RPPF form counts for six marks of the 34 given for the extended essay.
th

Seniors will have two IB workdays in the upstairs library during 2 semester on
Friday, January 11, 2019 and Wednesday, February 6 , 2019. The IB workdays were
instituted to support our students and give days where they can focus on the bigger
projects such as the extended essay and IA’s (internal assessments – usually written
papers about a subject) in addition to other homework. Juniors will have their first IB
workday on Wednesday, March 6, 2019 in the upstairs library.
nd

th

Attendance
719.328-5013
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Website
Terrors
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The IB assesses students in a comprehensive way, focusing on the individual
student’s mastery of content and knowledge.
•This is through class work, exams/quizzes, projects, internal assessments, art
exhibition and in some courses an oral exam.
•The end of course exam, for one or two year classes, usually consists of 2 – 3
papers (exams) given in May.
•Teachers of Diploma courses put an IBO mark, from 1 – 7, in report cards
beginning in 1 quarter, indicating the level of mastery of their subject, with a “7”
indicating mastery.
st

Palmer Alumni
Association

•Diploma teachers are assessing students throughout the school year to make
predictions of what a student may earn in their course. In May or late April if
your student is taking one or more IB exam (s), their teacher will have already
communicated what grade (1 – 7) they predict the student will achieve in the
class.

Continued...
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News from the diploma program, continued...
September
This school year we have started an IB Leadership Council with eight members who are current Diploma
Program juniors and seniors. The IB Leadership Council was created to promote the Diploma program, to
educate current and future students and parents about the merits of an IB education, the college
preparation, the rigorous global honors curriculum and character development. The Leadership Council will
lend their voice and advocacy to other aspects of the IB Diploma program to continue encouraged growth
and stability of the program.
Important Dates:
January 11: Senior IB Work Day
January 14: Final draft of the Extended Essay is due
January 16: IB Leadership Council and AP Coordinator present to 10 grade English Honors students
th

February 6: Senior IB Work Day
February 13: IB Parent Advisory Board Meeting – 7:30 am in the Community Room
March 6: Junior IB Work Day
March 13: IB Parent Advisory Board Meeting – 7:30 am in the Community Room

May 7 – 24: 2019 IB Exam Session
May 20: IB Senior Celebration
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MYP News and Updates

September

IB Middle Years Programme Update
The end of any semester is among the busiest of times here at Palmer. In spite of the tension, Palmer students
demonstrate a wide range of important attributes that help them approach challenges with confidence and
resilience. In the IB world, these attributes are part of the IB Learner Profile and used to help individuals and groups
become responsible members of local, national and international communities. Here are three of ten traits included
in this profile:
IB learners strive to be:
•Inquirers: We nurture our curiosity, developing skills for inquiry and research. We know how to learn
independently and with others. We learn with enthusiasm and sustain our love of learning throughout life.
•Principled: We act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness and justice, and with respect for
the dignity and rights of people everywhere. We take responsibility for our actions and their consequences.
•Thinkers: We use critical and creative thinking skills to analyze and take responsible action on complex
problems. We exercise initiative in making reasoned, ethical decisions.
Inside IB MYP classrooms:
In IB classes throughout the school students learn about important concepts by asking questions, solving problems
and making connections to the world outside the classroom walls. Here are a few recent learning experiences that
highlight IB education in action:

•In 10 grade MYP Honors English, students explore their family heritage and culture to better understand
identity. Students create personal narratives that combine historical fact and imagination as they read and
respond to Rudolfo Anaya’s book, Bless Me, Ultima.
th

•MYP math students apply their understanding of statistical analysis to making informed predictions as they
seek to understand social issues such as discrepancies in pay between genders in the U.S. and abroad.
•As part of an interdisciplinary unit of study on the fine art of persuasion and the study of democracy, ninth
grade MYP Honors English and History students host two newly elected Colorado legislators for the day in order
to gain a real-life perspective of what it takes to campaign for and hold public office.
•Students enrolled in MYP Honors Tech and Design work with real clients as they use elements of design, Photo
Shop and other technologies to create signs depicting motivational messages. Afterwards, they participate in a
gallery walk to examine and review one another’s work.
As we look to a New Year and second semester, here are a couple MYP Save the Date items to put on the calendar:
1.8 Grade Open House- Tuesday, January 22, 2019 from 6:00 – 7:30 PM
th

2.Friday, February 1, 2019: Personal Projects, required of all 10 graders, collected through science class and
distributed to project mentors.
th

3.Friday, March 1, 2019: Personal Project Open House- please join us in celebrating student achievement while
viewing hundreds of inspirational 10 grade projects. Exact times announced on Palmer website.
th

Wishing you the best for a Happy New Year and successful second semester of the school year!
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IB EXAMS

General information and Frequently-Asked-Questions
Where do I go? Exams are held in Hibbard Hall at First United Methodist Church, on Nevada between St. Vrain
and Boulder. Use the church’s main (north) entrance on St. Vrain. Hibbard Hall is in the basement in the
“Youth Zone.” Follow the signs from the main entrance. DO NOT PARK IN CHURCH PARKING LOTS.
Start times: The times listed on the schedule are when the exam starts. Arrive 15 minutes prior to the start
time. Students will be admitted to the exam room 5-10 minutes before then to get settled, turn off and store
phones up front in box and begin instructions.

Classroom attendance: Students are “field-tripped” by the IB office for 20 minutes prior to each exam, and for
15 minutes following each exam. For morning exams, students are excused entirely from first period. If you
have a morning exam that goes late, you are also allowed time for lunch. When the exam is finished, you are
expected to return to class. If you only have an afternoon exam, you are not field tripped for the morning; if
you only have a morning exam, you should go to afternoon classes.
What do I bring? For all exams, supply your own pens, highlighters, rulers, etc. You will be supplied with
answer paper. You may bring a water bottle, but no food or other drinks. Backpacks, etc. will be brought into
the exam room but placed to the side of the room. You will not have access to them during the exam. Leave
cell phones in your locker at Palmer OR Switch off cell phones and store in box up front (i.e. you may not have
them with you at the testing tables)

What about supporting material? If the subject requires it (math, some sciences), you will be given a clean
copy of the appropriate data or formula booklet. Graph paper will also be supplied if needed.

Continued...

Sponsorship space in this
newsletter is extremely
affordable! Reach
parents in your local
community while
supporting the school!
Businesses that want to
sponsor this school,
please contact TSCA at
info@tscaschools.com or
970-239-1641.
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IB EXAMS, continued...
September
What about calculators? Your math and sciences teachers will have details
for you in April.
How long do I have to stay? IB guidelines require that you stay at least 1
hour. Also, you may not leave during the final fifteen minutes of any exam.
If school is in session, you are expected to return to class.
What if I am late for an exam? Come anyway. If you are later than 30 minutes, you must have a valid
excuse. We’ll sort that out later. Come as soon as you possibly and safely can.
What if I am absent from an exam? Absences can only be excused for serious illness (with doctor’s note) or
circumstances beyond your control (e.g., car accident, with police report). Getting lost, misreading the
schedule, oversleeping, etc. are not acceptable excuses. IB is inflexible on this point. Regardless of your
reason for missing, there are no make-up exams. If IB determines that you have submitted acceptable
documentation, you may still qualify for a score for that course under certain circumstances.
What about class attendance after the May exams? Courses meet until the end of the official school
calendar (or last official day for seniors). Teachers are expected to continue to take attendance. If you are
absent and do not wish to receive an unexcused absence, a parent must excuse you.
What about conflicts with other activities or events? All students in an IB school must take the exam
together at the time scheduled. IB will not allow schools to make allowances for school activities, sporting
events, family occasions, or other exams (AP) – AP exams can be made up at another time (talk to Mr.
Schulzki). IB is an international organization with tens of thousands of students taking exams world-wide.
IB believes exceptions to posted schedules negatively affects exam security. If you have a conflict, you will
have to make a choice.
District 11 pays IB exam fees. What if I miss an exam? In most cases, you will be required to repay the
district. There are exceptions if you miss an exam for circumstances beyond your control (see above). Rule
of thumb: If you choose not to take an exam or miss without a valid, documented excuse, you will be
charged.
When and how do I find out how I did? Scores are released by IB July 6 via IB’s candidates’ page. Go to
https:\\candidates.ibo.org. You will need your personal code and PIN number to access your scores.

Questions? Contact Ms. Moyer: carolyn.moyer@d11.org; 719-328-5078

Prior to taking any exams, all students must review IB’s official “Conduct of Exams:
Notice to Candidates.”
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English HL 7-8
English HL 5-6

Hegert
Rewey

What
IA/Orals
Written Tasks

Chinese 7-8

Jiang

IA/Orals

2018-2019
Dec. 11 - 14
------------------------------------February 27 - Orals

Chinese 9-10

Jiang

IA/Orals

February 27 - Orals

French 7-8

Murtha

IA/Orals

March 19, 20, 21 –
Orals

Written Assignment
French 9-10

Murtha

IA/Orals

Written Assignment
Spanish 7-8

Garcia

IA/Orals

Written Assignment
Spanish 9-10

Garcia

IA/Orals

Written Assignment
History SL 5-6
History HL 7-8
Psychology HL 7
-8
Bio 7-8
ESS 5-6
Physics 5-6
Math Studies 56
Math SL 7-8

February 19
March 19, 20, 21 –
Orals

February 19
March 19, 20, 21 –
Orals

February 19
March 19, 20, 21 –
Orals

Schulzki
Schulzki
Grantz

IA
IA
IA

February 19
March 11
March 1
Dec 19

Lewis
Stevens
Lohmann
Bowers

IA
IA
IA
IA

Feb 8
March 8
March 14
Feb 26

Swankow
ski

IA

March 12
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Math HL 7-8
Visual Arts 5-6
SL / 7-8 Hl

McNeil
Dimidik

IA
Art Exhibition (IA)

March 22
Exhibition @ FUMC

Visual Arts 5-6
SL / 7-8 HL

Dimidik

External Assessment
(portfolio, comparative
study)

April 24

TOK

Joiner

Essay

Week of February 1st

IA

Ongoing – all fall se-

Pikes Peak Regional Science Fair

Teacher and Mentors,
Just a quick reminder that registration for the 2019 PPRSF will be open until January
23, 2019.
The 2019 Project Information Sheet must be delivered by January 30, 2019. This
form is attached.
Many of you are familiar with the registration process and forms needed to
participate in an ISEF affiliated fair. If you are new to this process, we encourage
you register as a student on the www.pprsf.org website to understand the steps
students will need to complete. All projects need to be approved by the PPRSF SRC
or a school SRC before any data collection begins. Please pay special attention to rules for projects involving
micro-organisms, vertebrate animals or human subjects.
Feel free to contact us with any questions you have.
Thank you for your support and encouragement of science students and science fairs.
PPRSF Board of Directors

The 2019 PPRSF will be held on Saturday, February 23, 2019 at UCCS
The Awards Presentation will be held on Tuesday, February 26, 2019 at Colorado College
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Attendance Office Information

Happy New Year and Welcome Back from the Attendance Office!
In our office, we have our own version of Frequently Asked Questions, so perhaps by
reading below, you’ll find an answer to the most common questions we receive.
Why am I getting a phone call when my student is in class?
One possible answer to this question is that our teachers must follow District policy regarding attendance.
D11 policy states that 10 minutes after the tardy bell rings, students are no longer counted tardy but
absent. Ten minutes can go by in a flash, so students may think they are inside that 10-minute window, but
aren’t. The best option is for students to make it to their classes on time.
Another reason could be that the student who arrived tardy did not double-check with the teacher about
attendance. Once an instructor has taken attendance and begins teaching, it is difficult to stop immediately
and correct. A student who is concerned that they are mistakenly marked absent should talk with their
instructor. The attendance office will not know the reason a student was marked absent, but the teacher
will.
I have called the attendance office to excuse my student but I am getting a call anyway.
Some messages left on our voicemail do not include a specific date and time, so we cannot determine when
the excused tardy or absence occurred. For instance, a call saying a student is coming in late will get the
first hour excused, but since we do not know specifically how late the student will be, you are likely to get a
phone call if the student arrives after 1 hour.
st

We know it is easy to get in a hurry while leaving a voice mail and forget the specific dates or classes the
student has actually missed, but this is essential information we need to make accurate records.
I dropped my child off at school, but I am getting calls that they were absent.
Unfortunately, a point to consider is that some students chose to not attend class, and so they actually
were absent. Our staff actively monitors students and hallways, but truancy is a possible reason you could
receive an attendance call.
As hard as we try, we can make mistakes entering the data retrieved from messages. We apologize for any
inconvenience this causes you. We encourage you to check your Q Parent Connect Portal a few times per
week to be sure your student’s attendance is accurate. Also, it assists us if you call after you have accurate
information about the absence. Calls that are preemptive can cause confusion for your student and their
teachers. Since you have a 48-hour window, with the weekends not counted, please help us by being sure
when your student is actually not at school.
One last encouragement: We appreciate it if you give timely notice if you are picking up your student
during school hours. A message the night before, or at least a 2-hour notice, is greatly appreciated. There
are times when a message giving us only a short amount of time cannot be delivered due to class or school
activities. When leaving this type of message, remember to include the time and the specific place you wish
to pick them up.
Thank you and we hope everyone will have a smooth 2 semester!
nd
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About The CSHS/Palmer Alumni Association
September
The current Alumni Association, started in 1984. Not only do we offer scholarships, but other
support to the school is also provided – many things of which you most likely never will even
hear about. There are the Freshman Tours, the Alumni Hall of Fame at homecoming time, our
Veterans Day Salute, our salute to Education where we honor teachers at one of our monthly
meetings, the school's Beautification Day, our “I Love to Read: program and the Senior brunch,
to name but a few events. These give us a chance to be with students, but we also welcome the
opportunity to speak with teachers, too.
There is the history of the school, which started in 1875 – one year before Colorado became a
state and one year before both Gen. Custer and Wild Bill Hickok died. There are school traditions
which we continue to make sure that folks don’t forget; like all of the Terror mascots as well as
who wrote the Terror Fight Song and when. There is also the Alumni Historical Room on the 3 rd
floor which can be toured by appointment – we just request at least 6.
The Alumni Historical Room houses not only mementos of the school and its history (did you
know that we had a National High School Football Championship?), but memories of students
past, as well. Do you know if any of your family members (parents, grandparents, etc.) went
here? One diploma we have, shows 6 generations of a family of Terrors who graduated!

Please, visit our web site: www:cshs-palmer-alumni.org and find out who to contact for general
information. We also have our Facebook page: CSHS-Palmer Alumni Association, Inc. There are
also stories online at what was FreshInk, but now called MyColorado at:
www.mycoloradogazette.com.

To Learn More about the CSHS—Palmer Alumni
Association, visit https://cshs-palmer-alumni.org/
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Some useful links for parents and students:
Information about Advanced Placement for
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https://www.collegeboard.org/students-withdisabilities

Parents:
https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/exploreap/for

Ordering AP Exams:

-parents

Information on ordering AP exams for the May

Information about Advanced Placement for

2019 exam session will be posted starting in

Students:

January 2019. There is no cost to the student or

https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/home

family for the AP exams (AP exams would typically

Ensuring Accommodations on College Board

cost $95 for each exam). The cost of each AP exam

Exams

will covered by School District 11 - however

The College Board is committed to making sure

the student will be responsible for late fees if any

that students with disabilities can take the

are incurred for ordering after the deadline.

Advanced Placement® Exams with the

For further information please visit: https://

accommodations they need. All reasonable

www.d11.org/domain/3164 or contact Anton

requests are considered.

Schulzki anton.schulzki@d11.org

It is important that if a student is requesting
accommodations on an AP exam the request
MUST be sent to the College Board by February
22, 2019. Using accommodations not approved by
the College Board results in cancellation of scores.
No one is automatically approved. All requests
are sent to the College Board and NOT to Palmer
High School. For details please see information at
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The D-11 Loop

Stay Connect with District 11 by signing up the D-11 Loop. Go to the D-11 web page
www.d11.org, click on Parents & Community, click on then D11 Loop.
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New School Menu Prices for 2018-2019

FY2019

Meal Prices
Full Meals

Elementary

Middle

High

Breakfast - Free*

$

-

$

-

$

-

Breakfast - Reduced Price***

$

-

$

-

$

-

Breakfast - Full Price

$

1.45

$

1.55

$

1.55

Adult Breakfast**

$

2.30

$

2.30

$

2.30

Lunch - Free*

$

-

$

-

$

-

Lunch - Reduced Price* Grades K-5***

$

-

$

-

$

-

Lunch - Reduced Price* Grades 6-12***

$

-

$

0.40

$

0.40

Lunch - Full Price

$

2.55

$

2.70

$

2.95

Adult Lunch**

$

3.80

$

3.80

$

3.80

* Free and Reduced Price meal applications will be made available "on-line" through a web-based application process and are also available at all school offices or cafeterias. https://www.d11.org/Page/2052
** Set according to CDE price guidance policy. Same entrée portion as MS or HS meal.
Method 1 used: Highest student price + value of USDA commodity assistance.
*** The Colorado State Legislature passed laws that eliminated the “reduced price” for breakfast in ALL grades and for lunch in Grades K-5
only, making this meal FREE for students who qualify for “reduced price.”

Milk
White Milk

$

0.65

$

0.65

$

0.65

Chocolate Milk

$

0.75

$

0.75

$

0.75

