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What is my Capstone Project about?

My capstone project is about my year of Jazz Band and Marching 

Band. 

In both Marching and Jazz Band I play the Baritone Saxophone.

This was very different for me, because in the previous years I 

had played Alto Saxophone.



What did we do in Jazz and Marching Band?
In Jazz and Marching Band, we were preparing for the 

Apple Blossom Festival. This festival is a festival where 

you go with your school to compete for rating. Unlike 

other festivals, you are not trying to “beat” other schools. 

You are trying to get the best rating.

For Marching Band, we learned a song called Handclap. 

We performed this song in the Saint Patrick's Day 

Parade as well as Apple Blossom.

For Jazz Band, we picked three songs and worked on 

them together. In one song we had a trumpet feature!



Result

The result of this hard work in Jazz Band and 

Marching Band was awards!

In Jazz Band, we got a superior rating from our 

judges! This is the best rating you could get!

In Marching Band, we got First Place! As well as 2 

other awards! One is for the best drumline, and the 

other is for best colorguard!



Global Context

I chose Personal and Cultural Expression for my 

Global Context. I chose this because music is the 

way I express myself. Throughout the year, or years 

that I have played and instrument, I have learned a 

lot about myself. More specifically, the way I can 

express my emotions through my playing and 

music. This expression has really helped me in 

understanding myself and who I am as a person.

For my approaches to learning, I chose Thinking Skills and 

Communication Skills. I chose Thinking Skills because of 

the amount of thought that goes into playing an 

instrument. When I am plating, I am constantly thinking 

about my volume, if I’m going the right tempo, and if I’m at 

the same measure as everyone else. It makes me more aware 

of the mistakes I make, and the way to fix them. This carries 

on to the other aspects of my life. I chose Communication 

Skills because of the communication you need to have with 

the other in your band. The Jazz Band was not as big as the 

Concert Band, so communicating with the others if there is 

something to change or something to do differently is very 

important. If I believe the tempo is too slow, then I must 

communicate with those around me. And if someone needs 

me to be louder for their cue, then it makes me better at 

understanding others. This makes it easier to speak up for 

myself when I need to.

Approaches To Learning



Why did I chose this topic?

I chose this topic for quite a few reasons. The first being that this has not only been 

something I’ve worked on this year, but the past three years I have been at North 

Middle School. Perhaps even before that. Music has a very special place in my life and 

it is something that helps define me as a person. When I was in 5th grade, I had 

watched the Palmer Jazz Band perform, and it was one of the first times I felt a spark 

with playing music. It was all I had thought about the summer before 6th grade, and I 

was elated when I had the opportunity to join the North Jazz Band in 6th grade. 

Although it was a very different experience for me, playing music is something that 

completely changed my view on music. The two years prior to my 8th grade year, I did 

not get to experience the full experience that comes with the North Jazz Band. This is 

why I chose to do my Capstone Project on My Year Of Music.



Reflection

From this experience, I have learned the importance of working as a group. When we 

all work together, we can achieve the things we want! I was very satisfied with the 

outcome of my project. I would not change a thing. Throughout the year, I have had so 

much fun spending time with and getting to know the people in the band. The 

outcome of my project exceed what I thought it would, it was so much better than I 

could have ever imagined. The most important thing that I learned, is to just have fun! 

The things that you’re stressing over are only temporary, and if you just do what you 

want and have fun. The memories will be so worth it! The memories I made this year 

are some of the best, because I had fun despite being worried about messing up!
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