
North Middle School 

8th Grade Advanced Writing Seminar 

Course Syllabus 

Class time:  2nd Period, Daily -- Fourth Quarter, 2018-2019 School Year.   

Instructor:  Mr. Adkison.   Contact Information:    Phone: 328-2424.    Email: Timothy.Adkison@d11.org.  

Class purpose:   

The purpose of this workshop is to prepare students for advanced writing expectations such as those 

found in high school IB Diploma or AP programs or in college entry-level courses.  Students will learn how to 

examine their own works through critical thinking.  Students will be introduced to the proper use of material 

to inform and persuade, as well as methods of argumentation and rhetoric.  At the end of the workshop the 

expectation is that students will think much more intentionally about the audience for whom they are writing 

and be able to use a variety of resources to increase the effectiveness and  impact of their writing. 

  

Class Description: 

This course will focus heavily on Persuasive Writing and students will learn to research looking for 

multiple viewpoints.  Citation of sources, use of quotations, strategic use of referring to expert voices found 

during research (i.e. what purpose is served by a citation -- when and where do writers refer to a given expert, 

and how do writers introduce the credibility of the chosen expert), is to be practiced. Additionally students will 

think deeply about how writers use information from research to make the writing more effective. Students will 

also work independently on academic vocabulary intended for college bound students. 

Class expectations:   

1. Students selected for this course are expected to excel, but they will be challenged. Many concepts in 

the course have already been taught, but students work will be more intensely scrutinized and 

rigorously examined. The purpose of this rigorous examination is to elevate the writing and put students 

on track toward High School Advanced Placement courses.  Students will be challenged.  

2. Due to the nature of the Persuasive Topics on which students will be working, respect for multiple 

viewpoints is expected. Students will disagree. They will learn to disagree while honoring those with 

whom they disagree.  Students may be challenged to write an essay where they must support one side 

on a controversial topic – a side with which they do not personally agree. 

3. Independent working and self-management are expected. Students will research and write 

independently. Time management and attention to progress toward due dates is an important element 

in this course. Students will be expected to work outside of class time to complete elements of the 

course. 

4. Revision of writing will be required – multiple revision of writing products is the technique of very good 

writers. In this class, even after students finish and turn in a final product, students may still be asked to 

make further revisions. They may be presented with further information from a new point of view, and 

asked to adopt that information into their essay.   

5. There will also be days in which students write an impromptu – they will be given a “cold” topic and 

source(s) of information, and they will be expected to write an essay during the class time. Time 

pressure will be felt, and students will learn to work under pressure. 
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