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Covering over 70 percent of 
the Earth’s surface, the ocean 
represents our planet’s largest 
habitat, containing 99 percent 
of the living space on the 
planet. This vast area supports 
the life of nearly 50 percent of 
all species on Earth. 

-N.O.A.A.
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Every ocean in the world has pieces of our trash in it. The 
majority of this trash is made from plastic and comes from 

land based sources.  



Plastic doesn’t biodegrade, which means it lasts a long time in 
the environment. Many plastic items we use will outlive us.



By reducing the plastic 
we use in our own lives 
on land, we can reduce 
the amount of plastic 

pollution in the ocean. 
Our choices make a 

difference.
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Animals in, on and 
near the ocean are 
being affected by 
plastic pollution.
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They can become trapped in our trash.
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Some animals eat plastic as it floats through the ocean and 
this can poison or starve them.



Angela Pozzi is an 
artist and educator 
and when she 
found out what 
plastic is doing to 
the ocean, she took 
action and created 
the Washed Ashore 
Project.



WashedAshore.org

To help people understand the problem of plastic pollution, 
Washed Ashore brings hundreds of volunteers together to 
create giant sculptures made from plastic picked up off the 

beaches.



WashedAshore.org

“Never doubt that a 
small group of 

thoughtful, committed 
citizens can change the 
world. Indeed, it is the 

only thing that ever has.”

- Margaret 
Mead



Washed Ashore builds and exhibits aesthetically powerful 
art to educate a global audience about plastic pollution in 
oceans and waterways and spark positive changes in 
consumer habits.

The Washed Ashore Mission



Every sculpture is inspired by the trash that washes up 
on the beach.



Every Washed Ashore project begins with a volunteer beach 
cleanup.



Every piece of plastic picked up will not wash back out to 
sea where it may be mistaken for food.



At Washed Ashore headquarters, we rinse, clean, and 
sort all garbage that has been collected.



Plastic from the beach becomes art supplies with a purpose.



Sculpture 
frames 
are welded 
with 
the help of 
high school 
students and 
community 
business 
partners.



Washed Ashore is a 
community art 
project. Each 
sculpture is designed 
and directed by a 
lead artist and then 
formed through a 
collaboration of 
Washed Ashore team 
members, volunteers, 
students and artists.



In the workshop, we make pieces that will come together to 
create a huge work of art. Many hands work to wire together 
the tops of a giant sea jellies.  



This exhibit at the 
Houston Zoo helps teach 
about how plastic can be 
mistaken for sea jellies in 
the ocean and eaten by 
sea life.



Students and their 
families create a 

whale bone ribcage 
that will raise 

awareness about 
whales eating 

plastic.





No

.

Avery the Bird, made from thousands of pieces of trash picked 
up on the beach, helps teach about birds eating plastic. 





The Washed Ashore Project uses the language of the arts to 
awaken the senses, gain attention and promote solutions to 

the global problem of plastic pollution. 



We need to do more than 
REDUCE, RE-USE AND RECYCLE.

We must also
REFUSE

RE-THINK
RE-PURPOSE

FIND ALTERNATIVES
and 

TAKE ACTION!



YOU can make a difference every day. Every action counts! If 
everyone changed one habit, it would change the world.




