
Personal Project - Calligraphy 

Criterion A: planning 

I had a really hard time deciding what I wanted to do for my project. I have quite a few 
interests but I didn't know which one I should 
choose. Before I started brainstorming ideas I 
thought I would have a lot, but when it came time to 
actually think of things, my brain was completely 
empty, For the longest time the closest I got to some 
ideas was a piece of paper labeled Personal Project

Ideas and some bullet points with nothing after them. 
(fig 1) I knew that I enjoyed writing, painting, baking, 
and a lot of other things but nothing that I could do 
with those sounded very interesting to me. I admit I 
procrastinated a lot. Eventually, I decided I would do 
something that had to do with writing, one thing I had 
always wanted to do was write a script for a movie or 
tv show. So I thought "why not" and decided to write 
a script for the first episode, I got about four lines in 
and completely lost interest. But I figured after a few 
days I would come back and keep writing but a few 
days turned into a few weeks and I never picked it 
up again. So I knew I had to come up with ��.-
something else. But what was I going to do? What 
would make a good project? After a few weeks of 

(fig f)
unsuccessful brainstorming I decided to pick a 
country, learn about it, and cook some food from 
there. I was planning on doing that with some friends actually, but that didn't work out so I was 
at a complete loss for ideas. 
But then one day I randomly remembered that I had done a little bit of calligraphy a few years 
ago and I had really enjoyed it. So I asked my mom where the supplies I had were and I 
decided that was what I was going to do. 

My goal for the project was to learn how to do calligraphy and then apply those skills to 
something bigger that I could use or display. I had to start with practice sheets and they were 
pretty messy at first because I had to get back into the groove of using a pen and dipping it into 
the ink at the right time and then making sure I didn't press too hard too avoid all of the ink 
coming off of the pen in one big blob and spreading over the paper covering up the work I had 
already done, but I also couldn't press to lightly or the lines would be too thin. When I did 
calligraphy a few years ago, my mom bought this kit. It was a small cardboard box and inside 
was a calligraphy pen, a jar of ink, a booklet teaching you how to do it, and some pieces of 
















