A Parent’s Guide to
the Individual Career
Academic Plan
Goal: Every student prepared for a world yet to be imagined.

Community Information Nights

Come learn about how to participate and support your student’s ICAP. All meetings will be held at
the School District 11 Tesla Professional Development Building (Auditorium), 2560 International
Circle, 6-7 p.m.
• Thursday, September 15, 2016
• Thursday, October 13, 2016
• Thursday, December 1, 2016
• Thursday, January 12, 2017
• Thursday, February 9, 2017
• Thursday, April 6, 2017

Your Choice - Best Choice
District 11

ICAP is A Graduation
Requirement
ICAP is a graduation requirement for all seniors, per
school board policy, beginning with the class of 2017.
Required elements include career planning, a guidance
and tracking component, and a portfolio. For more
information about the requirements at each grade level
for grades 6-12, visit d11.org and click on the “Parent”
tab.
ICAP activities include the College and Career Fair
November 15 and 16, an interest inventory, and
postsecondary and industry site visits.

What is an ICAP?

An ICAP is an Individual Career and Academic Plan for
students in grades 6-12 that provides a framework
for students to see the connections between school
coursework and activities, in relation to their future career
and college goals.
• Connects student strengths, interests, and goals for their
future
• Postsecondary exploration will include students learning
about military career options, trade and technical
schooling opportunities, and a variety of two-year and
four-year educational programs at collegiate institutions
• Career planning for life

The “Why” Behind ICAP

• Postsecondary and Workforce Readiness (PWR): ICAP is the vehicle by which Colorado students
explore the world beyond high school, reflect on their understanding, and plan for their next
steps. ICAP is also a tool that reflects how a student’s PWR is achieved, accomplished, and
understood.
• Process: ICAP is a multi-year process, one that will span the lives of students who are now in
middle and high school and that will continue into adulthood. By adopting research-based best
practices and revamping our knowledge for developmentally appropriate ICAP activities with
secondary students, we all now have a meaningful process that results in a plan.
• School Culture: When parents, students, school leaders, industry professionals, and local leaders
are ensuring that students gain knowledge, soft skills, and explore careers and related academic
pathways, a successful ICAP occurs.
• Colorado State Law: During the 2009 Colorado Legislative Session, Senate Bill 09-256 was enacted
into law. Visit cde.state.co.us/postsecondary/icap for more information.

Parents’ Vital Role in ICAP
How parents can help:
• Track your student’s progress. The majority of schools will
use College in Colorado; however, Palmer High School,
Swigert Aerospace Academy, and North Middle School will
use an online site called Naviance. Have your student invite
you to access their ICAP through College in Colorado or
Naviance.
• Throughout the year, visit the “Parent” tab on the District 11
website for updates and information.
• Talk with your student often about postsecondary plans and
career options.

