
Our Story 
Jackson Elementary opened its doors in 1967 as a 
small neighborhood community school. In 2011, 
Jackson became a Title I school with 76% Free and 
Reduced Lunch. In 2013 when the district closed 8 
schools, Jackson absorbed 1 ½ elementary schools. 
This changed us from a small close-knit school, of 
around 250 students, to a large community with 
more diverse demographics. In one summer, we 
grew to 400+ students!  

Our AVID Journey  

We wanted a framework with effective tools for 
teaching and learning that helped close the 
opportunity gap for all students. Our staff was 
determined to create an equitable and engaging 
learning experience. 

As an elementary feeder school to two middle and 
one high school with AVID programs, it was a natural 
progression for Jackson to become an AVID school.  

In June of 2016, a site team of 6 went to the AVID
Summer Institute in Denver and discovered that this 
was what we had been looking for all along! 

 

Jackson celebrated its 50th Anniversary in 2017 

 

Everything we do at Jackson falls under the “AVID 
Umbrella” 

 

Jackson Elementary 
An AVID School 

 

 



 

 

Year 1 
We began training staff and embedding AVID 
strategies into all professional development. We 
focused on only a few elements of AVID, including
Organization, Collaboration, Note Taking Strategies, 
and what it means to be a “Successful Student”. AVID
became the umbrella under which all other district 
initiatives fell under.  

Year 2
This year, students arrived knowing the
organizational expectations. Staff used common 
language to help ALL students be successful. AVID 
practices were embedded in our Professional 
Learning Communities (PLC) and Professional 
Development for all staff. We widened our AVID 
focus and included writing strategies. A Master 
Schedule for K-5 and all departments was 
implemented with fidelity. A new aligned
Mission/Vision was developed.  

 

 

 

 

Years 3 & 4 
We continued to build on the past two years. We 
embedded weekly Professional Development and 
collaboration time for all staff into the school day. 
Student planners (K-5) were developed specifically 
for Jackson by our own staff. We developed an 
Instructional Framework aligned with AVID. Inquiry 
strategies were added into our instructional focus 
and we became an AVID Showcase school!  

       Year 5 & Beyond… 
We continue to integrate AVID strategies
(writing, inquiry, collaboration, 
organization, and reading) and Successful 
Student qualities into our in-person and 
remote learning environments. 

Staff speak the same language and 
collaborate to develop engaging and 
rigorous lessons. Students know their
expectations and have tools to help them be 
successful students!  

 

 

 


