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FRON NISSION CONTROL

Welcome to our 579 students and their families! On behalf of the McAuliffe staff, we feel honored that you have chosen
McAuliffe to entrust your child’s education to. I am sure we had the best turn out of Parents out of all elementary schools in
D11 for Back-to-School Night! Our pledge to you is that we will make all decisions keeping children first. Now when it starts
to monsoon at 2:32 and we have dismissed some children at 2:30, please know we tried our best! Thanks for your patience

with the monsoon afternoon.

As McAuliffe enters its third year, we are still growing. We have added a portable on the west side of the building for our
preschool students. All preschool parents have been very patient with the delay to the start of school and adjusting to new
procedures for drop off and pick up. Please never park in the bus loop; please go through the school. The west door will be

open to reenter the building, in the am and pm.

Your students have shown excellent COMET behavior in the first two weeks; they jumped back into routines with positive
attitudes! We appreciate the support from our families getting children here on time and ready to learn. Homework will be
coming home; some has already. Let your children know you are around if they need you but their homework is their job. The
benefit of children doing their own work is they will learn to find the answers themselves and will boost their skills. | look
forward to a great year and remind you to view the attached calendar and join us for PTO and BAAC Meetings.

Denise Rulbio—-Gurnett

BACK T® SCHOOL =

Principal

FROMN\ THE OFFICE
Office hours are 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Attendance: When calling in absent students, PLEASE
call the attendance line directly at 228-0936. Calling the
main number makes it more difficult to handle all matters
going on in the office. By calling the attendance line, your
call will also be forwarded to the classroom teacher for
their information. Contacting the teacher only will not
allow the office to mark the absence as excused.
Remember that absences and tardies should be excused
within 24 hours. If you have requested homework from
the teacher, it may be picked up in the school office
between 3:00 and 3:30 each day. Thank you for your
assistance in this matter.

Phone Messages: Parents, please do not call the office
with messages for students unless there is an emergency.
We do not have available staff to run messages to students
in their classes. Please communicate with your child
before they leave for the day and only call when there is an
emergency. Your cooperation with this is greatly
appreciated.

Automated Phone Calls: If you DO NOT have a local
home or cell phone number, you WILL NOT receive any

of McAuliffe’s automated telephone messages, as our
system is unable to process these messages to long
distance telephone numbers.

IN\PORTANT PARENT RENINDERS

Students are not allowed to be in the building prior to
7:45 a.m. unless it is an organized event or appointment.
Playground supervision begins at 7:45. If your student
eats breakfast at school, breakfast also starts at 7:45 a.m.,
and students should enter the cafeteria through the back
(west) cafeteria doors, not the front entrance.

Information Forms: If you have not returned the Student
Emergency Information card, Emergency Dismissal
Information/Inclement Weather Plan form, or Generic
Standard Permission Slip, please do so as soon as possible.
These forms were included in your student’s first-day
packet. It is very important that we have these forms on
file should your student become injured or ill at school, or
if we have an emergency or early dismissal.




Dress Code: All students should follow the dress code.
Khaki pants, skirts, or shorts; shirts with a collar in white,
black, or light blue. School t-shirts can be worn on
Mondays and Fridays. These shirts are sold in the office
on Fridays after 2:00 p.m. The cost is $7.00, cash only.
Please check with the principal, assistant principal, or
school psychologist if you need help with uniforms. We
do have a few items that were donated to the school. If
you are cleaning out your child’s clothes, remember that
McAuliffe will gladly recycle used uniforms. Please bring
washed items to the school office.

School Meals: If you have questions about your child’s
meal account, please call the cafeteria manager at
228-0932 and leave a message. She will return your call
as soon as possible. District 11 Food and Nutrition
Services has a website containing healthy recipes, nutrition
tidbits, fun food facts and healthy lifestyles that may be
interesting for both students and parents. Visit this web
site at www.d11.org/fns/nutrition.htm.

If you are interested in free and reduced priced meals,
applications are available in the office. Please complete a
new Application for Free and Reduced Priced Meals each
school year as soon as possible to receive a determination.
The School District cannot provide "free" or "reduced-
priced" meals until an official determination is made by
the Food and Nutrition office. Parents are responsible for
providing meals during this period.

School Pictures: 1t’s that time of year again! Capture
school memories with portraits by Lifetouch. Mark your
calendars and get ready for Picture Day on Tuesday,
September 15™. All students will be individually
photographed on this date. Watch for order forms to come
home in your student’s backpack.

Student Medications: Parents please remember that ALL
prescription medications, and ALL over-the-counter meds,
creams, ointments, cough drops, etc. require a doctor’s
written authorization, plus the parent’s signature on the
district medication form, which you can get from the main
office.

Exceptions: 1. Sunscreen: A parent note must
accompany a tube of sunscreen for one, and only one
student. The student may apply the sunscreen then wash
their hands. The student may not share the sunscreen with
anyone else. 2. Diaper Cream: Parent may send diaper
cream with a note on its use. The diaper cream may not be
used by anyone else.

NSTRONANUT SAFETY

School Bus Safety S =
This is a reminder to please be courteous to our school bus
drivers and riders. Colorado Traffic Code states in part:
The driver of a vehicle on any street, road, or highway,
upon meeting or overtaking from either direction any
school bus which is stopped, shall stop the vehicle before

reaching the bus if there is in operation on the school bus
visual signal lights (flashing), and the driver shall not
proceed until the visual flashing lights are no longer
flashing. Thank you for keeping our bussed students safe.

OTHER NEWS

Art Strokes b 4
Welcome back artists! We are 00000 excited to be back!
What’s shakin’ in the art room? Kindergarten is learning
their lines and doing the “line dance” while we study the
art of Paul Klee and his “Park Near Lucerne”. First grade
is taking a good look in the mirror as we use cut paper
collage to create some pretty fabulous self-portraits to kick
off the year. Second grade is going “buggy” with our
science integration as we study the Big Bug Sculptures of
artist David Rogers. After that we are moving to Mexico
to follow the Monarch butterflies and will be sculpting our
own dragonflies out of clay. Third grade created castles
“Paul Klee style” using 2-dimensional geometric shapes on
some really cool acetate clear paper that makes their
artwork “glow”. They rock! Fourth grade is studying
Colorado geography as we create primary color paintings
of our colorful state after the map paintings of Pop Artist
Jasper Johns. We are now headed to meet the people of
our First Nations to explore the art of coiled pottery. Fifth
graders are integrating with their social studies unit about
the first settlers of America, the Native Americans. Our
focus is the Northwest Coast Indians and their totem
ceremonies as we make totem masks out of clay and
symmetrical appendages in the Northwest Coast style.
These are awesome!

Upcoming: For 4™ and 5" graders: Art Club starts
September 3", 2:30-3:30 every Thursday in the art
room.

We will be celebrating Hispanic Heritage Month in
September in the McAuliffe Art Department by honoring
our Mexican neighbors through the creation of Mexican art
in all grade levels.

Gifted and Talented News

Gifted and Talented services began this week and we are
already busy learning about the brain. Next week | will be
sending home a letter explaining this year's program, so be
on the look-out for that. In addition, | want to encourage
parents of any child that I see to go on line and check out
the "Back to School Edition of the Gifted Gallery." Itis a
wonderful resource that contains all kinds of information
on giftedness and upcoming events in the Pikes Peak area
and elsewhere for parents and students. Here is the web
address: www.giftedgallery@comcast.net

Janet Cooper
Gifted Resource Teacher

Library News 0,

Greetings from the land of books! What a great start to a
new school year! We had children checking out books left
and right from the very first day of school. We have



http://www.d11.org/fns/nutrition.htm
http://www.giftedgallery@comcast.net/

$2,000 worth of new books from last year’s book fair that
just flew off the shelves. Speaking of book fairs, our
spring book fair went so well that we are scheduling
another one during parent-teacher conferences at the end
of October. Please stop by the library after your
conferences to check it out. There will be more details
about the book fair coming home in October.

Circulation Policy:

Kindergarten and first grade may check out one book each
week. Second grade may check out two books per week.
Third, Fourth and Fifth graders can check out up to three
books and keep them for 2 weeks at a time.

Please help your child remember to return their library
books on time and in good condition. Overdue notices are
given to teachers once a week and once a month we mail
letters home. Students are not allowed to check out any
new books until their overdue books are returned. The
only time we charge a fee is if a book is lost or damaged
beyond repair. If you pay for a lost book and then find it,
we will refund your money. We thank you for your
support!

MAP testing begins September 14" and wraps up the last
week in September. Students will take 3 tests: Reading,
Math and Language Use on the computer. You will
receive scores at parent teacher conferences. For more
information on this test visit www.nwea.org and click on
“assessments”.

Check out the McAuliffe web page at
www.d11.org/mcauliffe - you can find calendars,
newsletters, upcoming information and links to great
educational websites by grade level.

Mrs. Connors
Mrs. Dunker r<
)

@
Literacy News @@
Read-aloud enjoyment!
Reading with your child can be a special time for you
and them. Get the most out of reading aloud with these
three easy steps.

1. Make sure your child can see the book you’re reading.

Run your finger under the words, or point to
interesting things in the illustrations.

2. Try not to rush through the story. Your child can tell
if you are in a hurry. Reading slowly will help you
read clearly —and give you and your child more time
together.

3. If your child does not seem interested in the book you
selected, have another book as backup.

The important thing is to enjoy this reading time and have

fun! &
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Music Notes

Welcome back to another musical year! We are excited to

have a room full of singing, instrument sounds, and

laughter as we explore music together. | encourage you to

let your child perform at home - practice means better
musicians!!

We work with many different aspects of music during our
time together. Some of these include melody, rhythm,
listening, and performing to all styles of music. We have
been visiting the blues during the first few days of class —
it has been fun to see the students moving with a swing,
and trying out some scats.

Our McAuliffe Elementary Choir will begin rehearsals
Tuesday, September 15, 2009. Choir is a non-auditioned
group of 3", 4™ and 5™ grade students. We will meet after
school in the music room from 2:35 — 3:30 on Tuesdays.
We will perform in a winter and spring concert, a district-
wide elementary choir concert, and are planning to
perform in our community as well. The holiday season is
a great time to share music. If your student is interested in
this opportunity to perform, please send them to Mrs.
Redmann.

I look forward to an awesome year of music!

Mrs. Redmann, Music Teacher

Notes from Mrs. Payne

Welcome back to another great school year! If you are a
parent who needs assistance with school uniforms, please
contact me directly to be put on the School Bell wait list.
My phone number is 228-0939, and my email is
paynejm@d11.org. | need the following information on all
your kiddos (even if they attend other schools):

Name

School Attending

Grade/Teacher

Pant Size

Shirt Size

Jacket Size

Day(s) you are available to take your children to
School Bell (located on E. Costilla Street).

I can also assist you with school supplies, if needed.

I have added to my library and now have books available
for check out for spouses/families who are dealing with
family members returning from deployment. Itisa
wonderful book entitled Down Rage: To Iraq and Back
by Bridget C. Cantrell, Ph.D. and Chuck Dean. You may
contact me if you would like to check this book out.

Parenting Tip for the Month!
Chores at home = More success at school

Ask any veteran educator, and they'll agree:

Kids who are used to doi
reminders, without pay,
more respectful and motivated at school.

So...how does a parent actually get stubborn kids to do
their fair share without resorting to begging, bribery, or
full-scale warfare?
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Listed below are some brief tips:

W When you see your kids working hard on a chore,
offer to help them as long as they still work harder than
you do. This rewards their hard work, gives you an
opportunity to bond with them, and ups the odds that

they'll be willing to help you when you are old and feeble.

W Give reasonable deadlines rather than saying, "Do it
now!" Saying, "Just have it done by ," has an
added benefit: it gives you plenty of time to figure out

what you will do if they refuse or forget to do the chore.

% Don't threaten, nag, remind, or warn. Just let them
blow it.

W Lock in the empathy and expect them to repay you for
your time by doing some of your chores, staying home
instead of being driven somewhere, etc.

Learn more tips on this subject from our CD, "Didn't | Tell
You to Take Out the Trash?"

*Tips from: The Love and Logic Institute, Inc.
www.loveandlogic.com*

Jill Payne, School Psychologist

PTO News

Welcome back to school. We are so excited to start another year here at McAuliffe. We want to invite everyone to our first
PTO meeting on September 8™, at 6:30 pm, which will be located in the cafeteria. Drinks, treats and FREE childcare for
children, ages 5 and up, will be provided. If you have smaller children you are more than welcome to bring them to the
meeting. Come, hear and vote on what we have planned for this year. Board Member slots are still available; if you would

like more information on those positions, please contact Susan Reeves at (402) 943-6275. Also a reminder that our 1* Annual
Fall Carnival is on September 12", at 11 am. There will be $0.50 games, $1.00 pizza, and prizes for everyone! Volunteers are
still needed! If you are interested in helping out, send an email to MCAULIFFE PTO@GMAIL.COM. We're also pleased to
announce our first McTeacher Night will be September 29", at the McDonald's on the corner of Murray & Platt, from 4:30-
7:30pm. Come out and see our teachers selling pies, serving food, and making ice cream cones. There will be a raffle for a
scooter for only $1.00 per ticket. So come on out for a night free of cooking and loads of fun!

We hope everyone had a great summer and we look forward to working hard to make this year wonderful! Keep your eye on
the school website at www.d11.org/mcauliffe for any NEW PTO information and dates. Always feel free to contact us with

any questions, comments or concerns at mcauliffe_pto@gmail.com

Susan Reeves
PTO President
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Sunday | Monday | Tuesday | Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
Main Phone 228 -0900
Attendance Line: 228 -0936
14 I'd
Library Card Sign-up Monthi
1 2 3 4 5
Art Club
2:30-3:30 pm
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
Labor Day International Art Club Patriot Day School Carnival
Literacy Day 2:30-3:30 pm 11:00 am — 2:00 pm
BAAC Meeting
6:00-6:30 pm
PTO Meeting Wear Red, Y N 135
NO SCHOOL 6:30-7:30 pm White, and Blue! ) = i
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
Grandparents’ MAP Testing School Picture Constitution Day Professional
Day Begins Day Development
p Art Club Day
Staff Meeting @* =g 2:30-3:30 pm
2:45-4:00 pm @" I
Open House
Choir Practice 6:00-7:00
2:35-3:30 pm NO STUDENTS
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Staff Meeting First Day of Art Club
2:45-4:00 pm Autumn 2:30-3:30 pm
Choir Practice
2:35-3:30 pm
27 28 29 30
Staff Meeting Choir Practice
2:45-4:00 pm 2:35-3:30 pm ,
McTeacher /
Night ‘
4:30-7:30 pm




