LAUNCH PAD

Christa McAuliffe Elementary at Cimarron Hills
830 Hathaway Drive

Colorado Springs, CO 80915
Main Line: (719) 228-0900
Attendance Line: (719) 228-0936
Fax: (719) 574-8372

October 2009

FRON NISSION CONTROL

October is a busy month full of excitement. Children will earn first quarter grades this month, have McAuliffe Fun day on
October 1%, and, of course, celebrate Halloween. Mrs. Eiden Ripple does a great job of planning and setting up for fun day. It
is guaranteed to be a fun and competitive day. The weather could be questionable this year; if there is rain or snow, we will
cancel and reschedule to Friday, October 2™. Children should come to school with layers of clothing. We will have fun day if

the temperature is not below 50 degrees.

McAuliffe will continue a tradition for the school by celebrating Halloween. Children may come to school in costume (no
blood or weapons). Then each class will participate in a pancake breakfast. Pancakes will be served with bat droppings
(chocolate chips), rat droppings (blueberries), and, of course, ghost goo (whip cream). After breakfast, we will parade down to
World Golf. Grades second through fifth will change out of costume and all grades will continue their learning for the day.

The pancake breakfast will serve as a party for all.

The end of the month we will have Parent Teacher Conferences. This year we are asking all parents to stop in the gym
first. This is where you will sign paper work. We are hoping this will increase time with your child’s teacher.

Huge thanks to PTO for the fun carnival and McTeacher Night! Mrs. Reeves, Mrs. Lopez and Mrs. Parsons did a great
job. We appreciate all the time and care they give to McAuliffe children. On behalf of the McAuliffe staff, thank you for your

continued support and sharing your children with us!

Denise Rubio-Gurnelt, Principal
Julie Edner;, Assistont Principal
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FROMN\ THE OFFICE
Office hours are 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Attendance: When calling in absent students, PLEASE
call the attendance line directly at 228-0936. Calling the
main number makes it more difficult to handle all matters
going on in the office. By calling the attendance line, your
call will also be forwarded to the classroom teacher for
their information. Contacting the teacher only will not
allow the office to mark the absence as excused.
Remember that absences and tardies should be excused
within 24 hours. If you have requested homework from
the teacher, it may be picked up in the school office
between 3:00 and 3:30 each day. Thank you for your
assistance in this matter.

Phone Messages: Parents, please do not call the office
with messages for students unless there is an emergency.
We do not have available staff to run messages to students
in their classes. Please communicate with your child
before they leave for the day and only call when there is an
emergency. Your cooperation with this is greatly
appreciated.

Automated Phone Calls: If you DO NOT have a local
home or cell phone number, you WILL NOT receive any
of McAuliffe’s automated telephone messages, as our
system is unable to process these messages to long
distance telephone numbers.

INNPORTANT PARENT RENINDERS

Students are not allowed to be in the building prior to
7:45 a.m. unless it is an organized event or appointment.
Playground supervision begins at 7:45. If your student
eats breakfast at school, breakfast also starts at 7:45 a.m.,
and students should enter the cafeteria through the back
(west) cafeteria doors, not the front entrance.

Information Forms: If you have not returned the Student
Emergency Information card, Emergency Dismissal
Information/Inclement Weather Plan form, or Generic
Standard Permission Slip, please do so as soon as possible.
These forms were included in your student’s first-day
packet. It is very important that we have these forms on
file should your student become injured or ill at school, or
if we have an emergency or early dismissal.

Dress Code: All students should follow the dress code.
Khaki pants, skirts, or shorts; shirts with a collar in white,




black, or light blue. School t-shirts can be worn on
Mondays and Fridays. These shirts are sold in the office
on Fridays after 2:00 p.m. The cost is $7.00, cash only.
Please check with the principal, assistant principal, or
school psychologist if you need help with uniforms. We
do have a few items that were donated to the school. If
you are cleaning out your child’s clothes, remember that
McAuliffe will gladly recycle used uniforms. Please bring
washed items to the school office.

School Meals:

If you have questions about your child’s meal account,
please call the cafeteria manager at 228-0932 and leave a
message. She will return your call as soon as possible.
District 11 Food and Nutrition Services has a website
containing healthy recipes, nutrition tidbits, fun food facts
and healthy lifestyles that may be interesting for both
students and parents. Visit this web site at
www.d11.org/fns/nutrition.htm.

If you are interested in free and reduced priced meals,
applications are available in the office. Please complete a
new Application for Free and Reduced Priced Meals each
school year as soon as possible to receive a determination.
The School District cannot provide "free" or "reduced-
priced" meals until an official determination is made by
the Food and Nutrition office. Parents are responsible for
providing meals during this period.

Student Medications: Parents please remember that ALL

prescription medications, and ALL over-the-counter meds,
creams, ointments, cough drops, etc. require a doctor’s
written authorization, plus the parent’s signature on the
district medication form. These forms are available in the
office.

Exceptions: 1. Sunscreen: A parent note must
accompany a tube of sunscreen for one, and only one
student. The student may apply the sunscreen then wash
their hands. The student may not share the sunscreen with
anyone else. 2. Diaper Cream: Parent may send diaper
cream with a note on its use. The diaper cream may not be
used by anyone else.

NSTRONANAUT SNAFETY

School Bus Safety '
This is a reminder to please be courteous to our achool bus
drivers and riders. Colorado Traffic Code states in part:
The driver of a vehicle on any street, road, or highway,
upon meeting or overtaking from either direction any
school bus which is stopped, shall stop the vehicle before
reaching the bus if there is in operation on the school bus
visual signal lights (flashing), and the driver shall not
proceed until the visual flashing lights are no longer
flashing. Thank you for keeping our bussed students safe.

We are very concerned about the safety of our students.
The following are reminders to keep everyone safe:
e Please only cross streets at a designated crosswalk.

e If you need to leave your car to assist or meet your
child, you must park in the upper parking lot. The
drop off lane is for drop off and pick up only.
Unattended cars can be ticketed by the EI Paso County
Sheriff's Department.

e  Students may not be on school grounds before 7:45
am, as there is no adult supervision. DHS requires
schools to report any unsupervised children.

OTHER NEWS

Parent/Teacher Conferences

Parent Teacher Conferences will be held on Thursday
and Friday, October 29" and 30"™. Your child’s teacher
should contact you with the date and time for your
conference. Each conference will last 15 minutes. This is
a time for your child’s teacher to discuss your child’s
progress with you, and a time for you to discuss any
concerns that you might have. If you think that you may
need longer than 15 minutes, please schedule a conference
for a different day, as we value each person’s time and
hope to stay on schedule!

We are trying something a little different this year. Inan
effort to allow parents and teachers to maximize their
conference times, we are asking parents to report to the
Gym 10-15 minutes before their scheduled conference
time. In the Gym, you will be asked to review and
complete an annual Federal Impact Aid Survey, verify
contact and emergency information, and receive testing
results for your student(s). By “getting the paperwork out
of the way”, our hope is that Parent/Teacher Conferences
will be all about your child, and not a rush to get too much
done in too little time. Please arrive 10-15 minutes
before your scheduled conference time and report to
the Gym. You will be given a pass to proceed to your
conference once your paperwork has been completed.

Art Strokes

Happy October McAuliffe Artists! 3
While September was Hispanic Heritage Month all over *
the United States, we have honored our Spanish-speaking
families by studying the art of Mexico in all its beautiful
forms. All classes shouted “Viva la Mexico! Viva la
Independencia” on September 16", in honor of Mexican
Independence day, as we listened to Mariachi music and
had a fiesta, complete with papel picado, or “pierced
paper” streamers and Mexican tin folk art.

Kindergarten and first grade created Mexican
“banderitas”, little flags of Mexico as we learned what the
colors and symbols mean in reference to the history of the
country. Kindergarten also got to explore the art of terra
cotta clay from Mexico. Second graders have created
Talavera clay dragonflies after the ceramic art of Spanish
artist Talavera de Reina. These are painted with beautiful
floral designs in the Talavera tradition. Third-fifth graders
are creating Calaveras in paint and glitter to honor the
upcoming “Los Dias de los Muertos”, Days of the Dead
holiday in Mexico, and fifth graders are creating three-



http://www.d11.org/fns/nutrition.htm

dimensional calavera skull sculptures out of paper mache.
Art club is just finishing three-dimensional Mexican Folk
Art animal masks from papier mache and acrylic paint.
These are fantastic!

Look for all these special Hispanic projects in our hallways
very soon! Ms. Reid will be choosing 6 of these projects
to represent McAuliffe Elementary in the Hispanic Art
Show in November.

Literacy News

Routines for writing at home

If you want your child to get into the habit of writing, try

making it a regular part of their life. A little time or a lot,

here are some ways to fit writing into your day.
On-the-go writing is a fun way to write. Carry a small
notebook and pencil, and let your child see you write a
to-do-list. Has your child been invited to a birthday
party? Have them make a list of gift ideas on the way
to the store. They can draw pictures and write the first
letters of the words if they are not spelling yet.
Start a family journal. Keep a pad by the phone or on
the kitchen counter. You could write about what you
did on the weekend. Notice the changing weather and
what that might bring. Later in the week, read the
journal at dinner.
Write a recipe. After making lunch together, you and
your child could write down how you made the
sandwich: “Spread the peanut butter on the slice of
bread, etc. Have fun helping your child become a
great writer!

Notes from our School Nurse

IlIness Guidelines: When to Keep Your Child Home

e  Children with severe cold symptoms should not
attend school. Cold symptoms may include:

0 aconstant runny nose, especially with abnormal
color or consistency This is especially important
if your child is unable to use a kleenex by
him(her)self.

o nasal or lung/chest congestion

0 coughing that is constant or persistent
0 recurrent sneezing that is not allergy related

e Do not send a child to school with an abnormal
temperature- any temperature over 100 degrees F.
Symptoms to watch for might be a flushed face, chills,
paleness or skin abnormally warm to the touch. One or
all of these symptoms might be present. If in doubt at
all, please take your child’s temperature. Please keep
an obviously sick child at home. A child with a
temperature needs to stay home for at least 24
hour s. Remember, if you
with medication like Tylenol, your child is STILL
ill. Please do not medicate your child and send
them to school. Children spread their illness most
during the time they have a fever.

e Do not send a child to school that has been vomiting
within the last 12 hours.

e Do not send a child to school that has had diarrhea in
the last 12 hours.

e Flusymptoms: fever over 100 degrees (usually high)
and one or more of the following body aches, sore
throat, cough, headache. Do not send your child back
to school until he has had no symptoms for at least 24
hours.

PE News

The McAuliffe after-school Sports Challenge Program will
begin on Wednesday, October 7, 2009. Students in 3",
4™ and 5" grade may participate in Sports Challenge. The
cost to participate is $10.00. Space is limited to the first
35 students who turn in their permission slip with the
program fee. Classes will be held on Wednesdays from
2:30 to 3:30 pm. Basketball, indoor tennis, indoor soccer,
floor hockey, scooter board games and a variety of fun
activities will be offered during Sports Challenge. Look
for permission slips to come home in your student’s
backpack. The last day for this session of Sports
Challenge will be Wednesday, December 16, 2009.
Students must be picked up promptly at 3:30 p.m. If you
have any question please contact Mrs. Eiden-Ripple at
228-0925.
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PTO News

What a great turn out for our first meeting of the year. We invite you all to join us for our next meeting on Wednesday,
October 14™, at 6:30 pm in the cafeteria. Drinks, treats and FREE childcare for children ages 5 and up will be provided. If
you have smaller children, please feel free to bring them with you to the meeting.

Our McAuliffe 1st Annual Fall Carnival was a huge success. We want to send out the biggest “Thank You” to our parents,
faculty, and the MANY volunteers who helped with the carnival. We hope everyone had a wonderful time, and we can't wait
to do it again next year!

We're having out first Chick-fil-A day on Tuesday, October 6™. This event will take place at the Chick-fil-A on Powers &
North Carefree and will run from open to close. Be sure to stop by, grab some yummy chicken and place your receipt in the
McAuliffe box. If you use the drive thru, just tell them at the window you're with McAuliffe. Also note that catering orders
placed that day will count toward our school, just put a copy of your catering receipt in the McAuliffe box. Catering orders do
NOT have to be picked up that day! Be on the lookout for the Chick-fil-A cow at the end of school and remember "Eat Mor
Chikin" on October 6. We hope to see you there!

If you still need your family picture taken for our Military Appreciation Wall, please call 719-228-0935. Leave a message with
your name and number so that someone can contact you about setting up a time for your family to have their picture taken.
These photos will start appearing on our wall this month; stop by and take a look down the Kindergarten hallway and view our
brave heroes.

Continue to keep your eye on the school website at www.d11.org/mcauliffe for any new PTO information and dates. If you
have any questions, comments or concerns, please feel free to contact us at mcauliffe_pto@ gmail.com or 719-228-0935. We
hope everyone has had a great start to the year and we look forward to serving our school.

Susan Reeves
PTO President
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Sunday | Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
Main Phone 228 -0900
Attendance Line: 228 -0936

Crime Preventionw Monthi

1 2 3
Official Student
Count Day
Track & Field
Day
Art Club
2:30-3:30 pm
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Fire Prevention Chick-fil-A Day | Sports Challenge Art Club
Week Powers & North 2:30-3:30 2:30-3:30 pm
Oct 4" — 10" Carefree
Choir
2:35-3:30 pm
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
National School Columbus Day Kindergarten Sports Challenge Art Club Teacher Work
Lunch Week Field Trip 2:30-3:30 2:30-3:30 pm Day
Oct 12— 16™ Staff Meeting 9:00-11:00 am
2:45-4:00 pm BAAC Meeting
G. Choir 6:00-6:30 pm End of 1% Quarter
2:35-3:30 pm
(] PTO Meeting
6:30-7:30 pm NO STUDENTS
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
National School Staff Meeting Choir Sports Challenge Art Club United Nations
Bus Safety Week 2:45-4:00 pm 2:35-3:30 pm 2:30-3:30 2:30-3:30 pm Day
Oct 19" — 23"
~/
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25 26 27 28 29 30 31
Scholastic Book Book Fair Book Fair Book Fair Book Fair Book Fair Happy
Fair in the
Library Staff Meeting Choir Pancake Breakfast
Oct 26" — 30" 2:45-4:00 pm 2:35-3:30 pm & Parade Parent/Teacher | Parent/Teacher
Conferences Conferences
Sports Challenge
2:30-3:30
Skate City Night | NO STUDENTS | NO STUDENTS
6:00-8:00 pm




