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Who is eligible for SAIL? 
Any student in grades 4—9th identified as gifted and  
talented may apply for the SAIL Program. 
 
What is the difference between SAIL and the 
regular classroom? 
Both types of classrooms teach the same material (as set 
forth by Colorado State Standards), but the material is 
taken to a deeper and broader level of discussion and un-
derstanding.  Secondly, best practices from the field of 
gifted education are incorporated into the structure of the 
program.  The content may also be compacted when  
possible and delivered in a fast-paced environment. 
 
How much homework will my child have? 
Students should expect daily homework and find that the 
time requested depends on their time management skills 
and project requirements. 
 
Is transportation provided for a child to at-
tend a SAIL program? 
No.  Transportation is the responsibility of each SAIL fam-
ily.  Many have come from all over Colorado Springs, so 
carpools are often easily put together at our first getting-
acquainted social in the spring. 
 
Is there a cost to be in the SAIL program? 
Nothing beyond regular school costs for field trips, band, 
orchestra, etc. 
 
Is my student still eligible for SAIL with an 
IEP or 504? 
Yes, if the student is identified as gifted and talented. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Gary Marx, Facilitator 

719-520-2463 
marxgc@d11.org 

Dr. Terry Bishop, Superintendent 
Educational Support Services 

Dr. Mike Poore, Deputy Superintendent 
Special Programs & Grants 

Kandy Claybaugh 
Gifted and Talented Education 

Gary Marx, Facilitator 

To engage and challenge gifted learners in a  
Student centered, Academically rigorous, Interdis-
ciplinary Lab environment that emphasizes: 

♦ Inquiry and discovery 
♦ Opportunities for acceleration 
♦ Project based learning 
♦ Creative production 
♦ Mastering and exceeding state stan-

dards 
♦ Support for social emotional needs 
 

 

 

Questions 

Parent Information Nights: 
Elementary:  Feb. 3, 2009 at Stratton School 
        Feb. 15, 2009 at Fremont School 
         6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Middle:         Jan.22, 2009 at Irving School 
                  Jan. 29, 2009 at West School 
                      6:00-7:00 p.m.             
High:            Jan. 24, 2009 at Mitchell School  
                     6:30-7:30 p.m.     
 
Applications: 
Pick up an application from SAIL Coordinator, Gifted 
and Talented Resource Teacher, or the web site. 
 
Deadline: 
Elementary:   March 31, 2009 
Middle:           March 2, 2009 
High:           March 31, 2009 

Purpose 

Application Process 

Administration Office: 
Mailing address:  719-520-2464  
1115 N El Paso   Fax: 719-520-2386  
Colorado Springs, CO 80903 Email: trujicj@d11.org 

 



High School Program Overview: 
♦ SAIL+ is a gifted and talented 9th grade program. 
The program is designed to provide academic challenge and 
diverse learning opportunities in a small class environment. 
♦ Students may enroll in the full SAIL+ program—which 
offers English, World History, Physical Science and Geome-
try for honors credit.  Students may also enroll in specific 
SAIL+ classes, based on their passions and areas of 
strength and take regular classes in other areas. 
♦ SAIL+ students continue from their ninth grade environ-
ment into enrollment in honors and Advanced Placement 
courses at Mitchell and may even be accelerated out of 
certain classes to encourage academic challenge. 
♦ SAIL+ students enter the Honors Endorsement Pro-
gram in 10th grade, which continues through their next three 
years.  This component provides college counseling, com-
munity service requirements and a “real world” career intern-
ship during the junior year. 
♦Within the Honors Endorsement Program, students 
choose one area of concentration for their four years at 
Mitchell.  The endorsement areas are: Visual/Performing 
Arts; Computers/Marketing/Technology; Leadership; 
Athletics or Academics.   In addition, SAIL+ and Honors 
Endorsement students are strongly encouraged to partici-
pate in extra-curricular activities, such as music, Junior 
ROTC, foreign language, and practical and visual arts. 

Mitchell High School 
1205 Potter Dr 
Colorado Springs, CO 80909 
Robin Knoepke, SAIL Coordinator 
719-328-6783 
knoepr@d11.org 
Larry Cutter, Principal  
719-328-6602 
 
 

Middle School Program Overview: 
The middle school philosophy focuses on educating the whole child 
through rich, in-depth curriculum centered on year-long themes, in-
struction in the Autonomous Learner Model, experiential learning, and 
a wide variety of exploratory classes and academic competitions. 

The SAIL Program connects the district curriculum to the broad the-
matic concepts of Discovery, Change, and Conflict. These three 
themes are connected to one another in that Discovery can lead to 
change; Change can lead to Conflict, and in turn Conflict may lead to 
Discovery. The three themes are interconnected with all content areas 
and are explored in depth using the Understanding By Design model 
of curriculum.  The Autonomous Learner Model focuses on interest 
development, strength assessment, and independent study in an area 
of passion. The SAIL program also offers students unique opportuni-
ties for experiential learning through field trips, team building activities, 
guest speakers, mock trials, debates, camping trips, and a trip to 
Washington D.C. Finally, students are encouraged to try all explora-
tory classes offered and to participate in athletics, intramurals, clubs, 
and competitions such as Battle of the Books, Knowledge Master 
Open, Science Olympiad, Math Counts, History Day, Geography Bee, 
MESA, and Solar Energy Challenge. 

The SAIL Program offers students unique opportunities for experien-
tial learning through field trips, team building activities, guest speak-
ers, mock trials, debate, and trips to Washington D.C. and Europe. 

Elementary  

Elementary School Program Overview: 

Fremont and Stratton Elementary 
Linda Ciolek, SAIL Coordinator 
719-328-3400 or 328-5600 
ciolelk@d11.org 
Fremont Elementary School 
5110 El Camino Dr 
Colorado Springs, CO 80918 
Christine Carlson, Principal 
719-328-5602 
Stratton Elementary School 
2460 Paseo Rd 
Colorado Springs, CO 80907 
Duane Helfer, Principal 
719-328-3402 

Middle High 

Contact Information Contact Information 

The SAIL Program condenses the regular curriculum 
while including an interdisciplinary exploration of the 
world and its cultures.  SAIL students study broad themes 
from the perspectives of science, literature, math, history 
and geography, permitting students to understand ways 
that academic and real-world subjects connect and inter-
relate. 
Teachers organize a series of mini-units designed to 
reinforce basic skills while concurrently introducing litera-
ture, writing and mathematical concepts.  Students are 
challenged to work at their own pace on a variety of indi-
vidual and group projects. 
The classroom provides opportunities for students to 
engage in: 
♦ Critical, logical, divergent, and  
         higher-level thinking 
♦ Deductive and inductive reasoning 
♦ Constructivism 
♦ Creative and future problem solving 
♦ Simulations 
♦ Interdisciplinary thematic instruction 
♦ Contract learning 
 

Contact Information 
IRVING MIDDLE SCHOOL 
1702 N. Murray Blvd 
Colorado Springs, CO 80915 
Becky Marsh, SAIL Coordinator 
719-328—6945 
marshra@d11.org 
Judy Hawkins, Principal 
719-328-6902 
WEST MIDDLE SCHOOL 
1920 W. Pikes Peak Ave. 
Colorado Springs, CO 80904 
Eric Hamilton, SAIL Coordinator 
719-328-3938 
hamileb@d11.org 
Dr. Clay Gomez, Principal 
719-448-0141 
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